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Advertiſement. _ bi 


. A His ſmall Traf,is extant in 
"= Latin, under the Title of 
MM. Brevis Demonſtratio Re- 


lIigionis Chriſtiane veri- | 

tatis, and ſubjoynd to Brenius his 
Notes, on the Old and New Teſta- 
ments. The eAuthor's Name, is not 
there ſo much as intimated, neither has 
'tt yet,in any degree of certainty,arrived 
at theſe parts. The Tranſlation of it, 
Was at firſt undertaken, with a ſingle 
aim, at the Advantage of Englith- 

A 3 Readers, 
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The Advettiſement. 


Readers, and is now ſet out, not with- 
out the Encouragement and *Recom- 
mendation of ſuch, as may be judged, 
to underitland well, * the concerns of 
Chriſtian Religion, and the neceſſi- 
ties of, the Profeſſors of it, \ Whether 
orno, thu Conciſe Piece, conſider d 
in its ſtrength of Arguments, Perſþi- 
cutty of Stile, Evidence of Reaſon, Ex- | 
attneſs of Method, and Comprehenſive- | 
nefs of «Matter, does, in alittle com- 
paſs, plead its own (Cauſe, and implead 
oppoſite pretences, more effettually and 
to better purpoſes , than ſome of the 
Jame complexion with it-ſelf, have done, 
7 freely left, to the Cenſure and dyjudi- 
cation of thoſe that have read them,and 
ſhall charge their judgements to a con- 
currence, in the peruſal. of thy, Fo | 
make this Tranſlation correſpondent, in | 
every | 


The Advertiſement. 
every point, with the Original, the ſub- 
ſequent Paſſages and words , ought to 
be inſerted , according to theſe Refe- 


rences ; 


Page 3. line 28; * in external and ſuperſtitious 
rites, neither 
| P.7.; 32. * anddid ſcarcely contain the firſt 
_  lineamentsof perfect virtue , ſo that even 
in heathen Philoſophers, are found more 
- Þ Precepts, concerning ſome virtues 
'Cſpecially thoſe that belong, to the con- 
teinpr of woilMy things, Teftiperance,and 
Patience) than in-eMoſes :: whence alſo we 
read;that ſome holy'men of that Religion, 
led ves more excellent*than thoſe Pre- 
- cepts4; Mofesipray's forhis Enemies,Exod.. 
xxx1li. Noam#. xi. and clſe-where often ; 
which yet wasnotcommanded jin-his lay : 
_  Davidalſo,is an Exawpleof greater Meck.. 
neſs than, was.preſcribed in elem JOUR, 


Xvi. and xvii. 
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cz the Printer , have occaſioned theſe - 
ERRATA. 


P7s* 2, line 18, read Comparatvely, 1. ult. Akoran, p. 3, 
122, 4 bleſſ ed.1. 23, an heavenly, P.4: |. 22,accommodatd. 
|. 30 of ſo great. p. 5.1.20. for But r. Now. 1,.25, f. ſeri- 
oully r, ſervile{y, p.6v1. 18. f, induced r; embraced, p, 7.1.12, 
Abyſſines, 1," 3. Spain, p. 9.1.14. b, asr. #,1,22. (2.) P. 9. 
[. 9 delesf7]. w4. (3.) p.10.1. 13, Babylorifh, p. 11. 1. 10. 
antrinſecal,” . 20..f, m - Wool r, wodern- p. 12.1. 25. Alco- 
74v, P. 14.5. accommodate, 1. 18. calme, 1, 21, avd taſte. 


Lult. XIV,p.15.1:16, Fruth, r, 4s can be ſeen in this, Which, 


P. 16. 1. 4, f, was r, were, p{17. |, 5. Syriq-Paleſtipe, 1. 19. 
Archives. p. 184), 16: r. never 4 all deny, p. 19,1, 10, Oral, 
I. 12. Alcoray, p. 20.1. 21. an boly,. p. 22,1. 9. writings. 1.21, 
f, Religion r, Belewng, p;25, 1. 23. apparelied, 1. 28, makes, 


P, 27-1. 6. nothing elſe, 1, 24, worſhip. p. 28. 1, 28.. Precepts de- 


liver'd by the moſt excellent ang poy- with the Precepts con* 
tained. p. 30.1. 1.f. fix r. fexr, 1,20. £, and r, or, 1, 27. f, had 
r, hath, p,31.L 13, delg-the. 1, 21, Religien, |, 23--2dorney. 
d. 25. Seunrarola, SES 
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| ' Brevis Demonſiratio; 
* ' Or, abrief _. 
DEMONSTRATION 


OF THE «+ 


TRUTH 


Chriſtian Religion. 


GOr the demonſtration of the fundamen- 
4} tals. of Chriſtian Religion, it is ne- 
gel celldry to inquire, which is that Re- 
gl ligion reveal'd by God, wherein the 
WD moſt perfe&t way of, worſhipping God 
15 contain'd > Here now all the Reli- 
gions that are or ever have been in the world, are to be 
taken and examined by the Rule of right reafon ; and out 
of them all rhar is to be acknowledged genuine and tru- 
ly divine, which preſcribes that manner of ſerving God, 
which is molt perfe& arid thoſt agreeable to the Princt. 
ps of ſound Reaſon. Bur leaſt any (honld think it too 


= 
* 
S Y 4 
, j 
3 
—_ 7 f*. 
Ly 


"YA 1-6 


ard a task, to examine all the ſorts of Religions in the 

world, or be affrighted with the vaſt difhculty of Inquiry, 

among ſo many 7 ASE of Opinions concerning _ 
B | an 


CY Mil 
and his Worſhip, we will abridge this toil. For the fo 
diverſe kinds of: Religion may be reduc'd to four Heads 
or Ranks : For whatever Religion cither was or is, 1s 
either Heatheniſh or Jewiſh, or Chriſgan or Mahome- 
tan. Now then ont of all theſe we will demonſtrate, 
that the Chrifttan Religionts the trucſt; and rhar by two 
Arguments, -- pou 

11. The firſt is taken from the higheſt perfe&ion of 
this Religion, which argues moſt ſtrongly that it was not 
deviſed by the wit of - man, but that i6 proceeded from 
God out of” Heaven, Foreither all, Religion ts to be re- 
jected,and Gad and his Providence wholly to be denicd, 
(which we ſhall prove carinot be done without iolly, yea 
madneſs) or it muſt needs be; that this Religion (which 
is fo po an all reſpects, that nothing is wanting to It, 
which is required to thEbeſt way of worſhipping God) 
is true, and divinelydeliver'd and reveal'd, For whether 
you conſider it comparitiyely or abfolutely, you ſhall 
find It to be moſt perte&. For it not onely very far ex- 
cells in perfection, all the Religions, which any where 
are or have been in the world, but alſo it is impoſſible, 
that another more perfe4 according to right reaſon , 
could be imagin'd or invented. 

IIT. Both which that they may appear, as well its 
Nature as Adjun&s, or ſome of its molt divine Effects, 
are bricfly to be look'd into. But we ought not to judge 
of its nature from elſewhere, then from thoſe Books 
which are confeſs'd by all the Profeſſors of this Religion, 
although differing among themſelves, ro contain Chriſti- 
an Reon. For asa Judgement ought to to be; made'af 
the Religion of the Gentiles out of the, Books of the 
Heathen; of. the Mahometan,. out of the Books of the 

', Alcaron of the Jewiſh Religion. out of the Books of 
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Moſes z ſoit is fit to judge of Chriſtian Religion out of 
thoſe Books, which all Chriſtians believe and confels, 
ro have been written by the firſt Authors of this Religion, 
Which Books ſhall thercby be prov'd to be of divine 
and undeniable Authority, when 1t is prov'd that in them 
is contain'd a deſcription of a molt perfe&t and moſt 
divine Religion, i 

I V. The nature of - Chriſtian Religion is to be con- 
ſidered either in reſpe& of Parts, or in reſpe& of Quali- 
tics 3 its parts are promiſes and precepts. VVhat can be 
more ſublime and pert, then the promiſes of Chriſtian 
Religion ? In this lite a tew things truly belonging to the 
body, and* neceſlary for ſuſtenance are promiſed, that 
the” Chriſtian Religion might be by ſo much the more 
perfect: But in the mean time there js promiſed that 
which exceeds all carthly Goeds, evcn the higheſt and 
paternal favour of God, ns | aprmis to them that 
repent of all their paſt ſins, andhat they might nor ſin 
for time to come , the B t of the Holy Spirit (a nc- 
ceſſary help to the performance of the duties of Pi- 
ety) and alſo a peculiar Guard of Angels. But after 
Death there is promiſed a regurn to Life, blefled 
Immortality, a heavenly Kinsdome in conjunction with a 
moſt pleaſant Aſpe& of the ſupreme Deity, and the 
fellowſhip . of bletled Spirits. The Precepts alſo are 1u- 
table to ſo ſublime Promiſes. There is nothing wancing 
in themto the higheſt ſanctity ; foralwuch as Chriſtian 
Piery conſiſts not * in bodily waſhing,but in true renova- 
tion of mind, in ſubduing of the fleſh and affeftions, in 
an: unconquerable patience under evils , in a conſtant 
meeknels, in a peric& abſtinence from hurting others, 


ina chearfull readineſs to help them, in a continual celc- 


bration of the Name of God, and ſtudious excrcitlc of 
3s ierycnt 
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fervent Prayer, in a diligent regulating of all actions, 
words and thoughts, in a full faith and truſt in God, in 
a molt ardent deſire of ccleſtial Immortality and ſerious 
meditation of divine things, in a truc contempt of the 
World, its Riches, Honours and Pleaſures, and if there 
be any thing elſe, which Reaſon dictates to be joyned 
with Vertue. 

V. Neither may any man fay that the preceprs of 
Vertue would have bcen more perfe&, it we had been 
injoyned perpetual abſtincnce trom Marriage, as allo 
from Meat and Drink, or if there had been no remiſſion 
of ſins, no reward propoſcd to them that do well, thar 
{o men might be drawn by the love of Vertue alone, not 
hope of reward. For who ſccs not that ſuch things can 
have no place in.men, as are above their ſtrength and na- 
rure ? Ir is therefore great imprudence to require of 
them ſo great perfection. In which matter the Heathen 
Philoſoſophers extreamly doted, who dream'd of I know 
not what empty Notions of Vertue, as if converfing in 
Plato's Commonwealth, they had had a purpoſe to form 
the life of celeſtial Perſons, not the manners of mortal 
and frail men, The perfe&tion of precepts is to be acco- 
modatcd to the model of the ſtrength and nature of thoſe 
to whom they are preſcribed. So ſound Reaſon, ſp Pru- 
dence injoynes. For who would praiſe him, that ſhould 
impoſe on a Child of three years old, a Burden that can 
ſcarce be born by a ſtrong man of full age. In this very 
thing therefore the high perfection and wifdome of 
Chrilttan Religion is manifeſt, that it delivers moſt di- 
vine precepts, and preſcribes a Doctrine of great piety, 
as greater cannot agree to mortal men z yer nevertheleſs 
it doth not oncly not excced humane ſtrength, but alſo 
15 not hard ro be performed, as we ſhall ſhew by _ by. 
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VI. We ſhall now ſpeak of the qualitics of Chriſtian 
Religion, which appertain to the pcrteCtion of its nature, 
they are thele : 

I, Thar it is univerſal, not peculiar to one Nation on- 
ly, but common to all men of all Kindreds, Nations,Ages, 
Conditions and Sexcs, 

2, That it is ſpiritual both in its precepts and promt- 
ies, in thoſe requiring internal purity of mind, not extcr- 
nal cleanſing of the body ; and in theſe propounding not 
carnal bur ſpiritual bencfirs. 

3. Thar it 1s caſte, becauſe ir invites men to picty by a 
moſt-ample and incſtimable reward ; for the greatnels of 
the reward leflens and takes away all the difhculry of the 
labour. Again , becauſe it many wayes aſſiſts humane 
imbecillity , in the courſe of vertue , G the holy Spirit , 
inaſmuch as thereby mens minds are confirmed in the 
Truth, cleared in doubrs, encouraged in dangers, and fil- 
led with a ſure hope of cxernatLite. Thirdly, becaule ir 
preſcribes nothing but what is cxa&tly conſonant to rea- 
ſon : but thoſe things are more cafily done , the cquit 
whereof the Underitanding.ſces, ud the reaſon of whic 
we perceive ; then thoſe x. » Which why they are to 
be dane, we know not. That is the part of ingenuous 
men, or (as I may ſo ſay) of Sons, who are not 1gnorant 
of what the Father doth ; This of Servants, who are ſc- 
riouſly treated , and to whom is given no reaſon of dc- 
fignes , bur are led by the mcer Authority of the Com- 
mander. That makes that what is commanded be done 
willingly and cheerfully ; this unwillingly and by con- 
ſtraint. 

. VIL. Ler us now come to the Adjunas or Effects of 
Chriſtian Religion , and they are diſcerncd inthe alroge- 
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ther divineand wonderfull propagation of it , in which 
rhc{e chings following are to be noted. 

I, That many thouſands of men of all forts , forſa- 
king their LOI, to which they were accu- 
ſtomed from their youth , embraced it in great num- 
bcrs. 

2. Thar very ſuddenly , that is, in the ſpace of thirty 
years, or thereabouts, as appears by Hiſtories , it ſpread 
it ſelt tar and near , not onely in Judea , and all 4ſa, yea 
chrough the whole Rowzar Empire, but beyond it alſo, it 
ſounded in the cars of Parthians and [ndians, 

3. That it extirpated Paganiſme, fo that the Religion 
of Chriſt increaſing , that came to nothing , neither is 
a any memory of it now extant , {ave in Books 
onely. 

Fg That being not ſu paries by Armes and worldly 
power it encreaſed ſo much , and for near three hundred 
years , before the Emperour Conſtantine induced it, it 
was promoted by the means onely of private men. 

5. That by mean, contemprible , ſimple men and Idi- 
ots it was firt delivered and divulged, 

6, That all the wiſe and mighty of this world were 
againſt it ; yet notwithſtanding , neither by rhe craft of 
the ewes » nor power of the Komane Caeſars, ( whereof 
ren are reckoned chief Perſecutors of this Religion) 
nor yetof other Heatrhens could it be ſuppreſſed, 

7. That innumerable companies of its Profeſſors by 
no, though never ſo cruel pains and torments, no not by 
any the molt ignominious death, ſuffered themſelves ro be 
afrighred from ir. | 

8. Thar4r has nothing in it gratefull to the fleſh , it 
looſ&h nar che reins tolicentiouſneſs , it opens not the 
way to pleaſures nor honours, it allures not men by the 

COIMN- 


commoditics of this life , but rather deprives them of 
them leaſt any ſhould think rhat the ſo proſperous ſuccels 
of its propagation were to be aſcribed toa Dodtrine, 
flattering and pleaſing the lults of men. 

9. That ir hath continued now a thouſand ſix hundred 
Gxty years and upward, without any interruption, 

10, That at this day it is fo largely ſpread , that it has 
Glled almoſt the whole world ; IF it poflefſceth not one- 
ly all Exrope, but allo Macedonra, Thrawua , and the Iles 
of the Agean Sea are filled with ir , and both under the 
Turkand Tartar live Chriſtians innumerable z in Africa, 
all in the Kingdome of the 4b1if5:nes, Congo and Dangal:, 
allo in Peruza and New Spary in Goa, and the Iſlands 
unto which the Dutch and Spaxtards have Commerce , 
touching which Geographers may be conſulted. 

Laſtly, They are not wanting in 4mer:ca, as teſtificth 
Acoſta, and others, that have written of the American At- 
fairs. Certainly all theſe things are an Argument that 
God takes care of this Religion 5 and that by his provi- 
dence it was upheld and propapeny. 

VIII. Thefe things being conſidered, it is caſie to 
perceive that other Religions are not to be compar'd 
with this. For as to the 7ew:ſb 3 Chriſtian Religion in- 
deed gives teſtimony. toit , that italſo had God for its 
Authour ; but (T1) its great imperteftion ſhews it was 
given bur for a time onely ; fog whether you conſider 
the promites , they according to the letter did contain 
onely temporal and worldly things , in which furely the 
chietelt Good could not confilt;and noman can deny but 
God might give better then they; or whether you con= 
fider the precepts they for the moſt part were in preſcri- 
bing Ceremonies,* or whether you conſider the latitude 
and extent, it was reſtrained to one Nation onely, neither 
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did God take courſe that it ſhould be preached to other 
Nations ; yea, its nature was ſuch, that it could not con- 
cern other Nations, which appears even from the ſacrifi- 
ces , Which ought not to be offered but in Paleſtizze, and 
by che Tribe of Levi : whence it is, that even at this day 
the /ewes being baniſhed from their Native Countrey 
abſtain from ſacrificing. So neither could the Laws con- 
cerning Firlt-fruits, Tithes, and Feſtival Aſſemblies, Ex- 
0d, 34. 26. Deut. 26,23, allo 12.5, 6. 16, 16, be ob- 
ſerved by all Nations. Either therefore other Nations 
ought never to worſhip God, and conſequently God had 
in vain given tothe greateſt part of men the uſe of rea- 
{on and will;which are the inſtruments of Religion,which 
to lay is abſurd : as of neccſhty another Religion was to 
be delivered by God, which (ſhould concern al the men in 
the world. For although it was ſo for a time, that the 0- 
ther Narions beſides the jewes > were deſtiture of Divine 
Revelation , and that by the certain counſel of God, 
namely , becauſe of the voluntary defection of thoſe Na- 
tions from God to idolatry and impicty , yet it is abſurd 
to hold that they were fo rejected of God for ever. 

2. Thar it was to be abrogated, the propheſies which 
are extant in their propherick Books do Gow : among 
which that place in Jeremy, 31. 31. 15 eminent , where 
God promiſes to make a New Covenant with ' his peo- 
ple, | — ana from that of Moſes. Allo Day. 9. 24. where 
the Coming of the Meſs:ab , rhe deſolation of the City 
Feruſalem, Js deſtru&tion of the Temple , and the aboli- 
tion of Sacrifices is foretold. It was granted to Aaroy's 
poſtcrity alone to offer Sacrifice , and that in the Conn. 
xrey of their Fathers : but in ſal. I10. there is pon. 
fed a Prieſt, not according to the order of Aaron, bur ac- 
cording to the order of Melchiſedeck, that is, ſuch an one 
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as ſhould have neither Predecefſour nor Succeſſour in the 
Prieſthood. It is foretold in ſarah 19. 19. Chroy, 66. 
1$. to the end, Mal. 1. 11. that the Geztiles alſo ſhould 
be worſhippers of God, and offer Sacrifices to him , and 
be his Pricſts. The Jewes in the Law were commanded to 
keep Feſtivals; but now 7ſa. 1. 11, and ſo forward , God 
ſaith, That he diſdained as their Sacrifices , ſo alſo their 
appointed Times and Feaſt-dayes, and that he was wea- 
ry to bear them ; and ſa, 66, 23, it is foretold , Thar if 
ir [ould come to pals,that the Worthip of God ſhould 
be perpetual, and not performed on certain dayes onely, 
but every day; to wit, from Sabbath to Sabbath, and from 
New Moon to New Moon, - 

3. That the Jexſþ Religion is indeed abrogared , and 
that thoſe propheſies are fulfilled, the thing it ſelf ſhews. 
For that place in which God had fixed the Seat of his 
publick Worſhlp is taken away , and quite overthrown, 
rogether with the Temple, its Ornaments and Sacred Vel- 
ſels : ſo that the Temple could never be reſtored , al- 
though Jul:az attempred it, as Ammianus Marcellipns a 
Heathen Writer teſtifieth, 1:4, 23. But he ſaith that he was 
hindered by fearfull balls of fire, nb:ch did ſpring out of the 
foundations, and cor ſumed men. The Prieſthoods and Rites 
of Sacrifices inſtiruted by God , belonging*ro Divine 
Worſhip , and the diſtinction of Tribes was taken away, 
ſo that a great part of rhe Moſarcal Laws lie now negleQ- 
ed by the Jews , and can by no means be kept, The very 
people of the Jews ſo much heretofore beloved of God 
for their Anceſtours , now for more then a thouſand fix 
hundred years diſperſed and baniſhed out of their Coun- 
trcy, are become the laughing-ſtock, the dregs and talk of 
all other people & Nations,which is againſt the promiſes 
of the Covenant, in which carthly happineſs was propo- 
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ſed-to the Jews, Deut. 28, God indeed threatneth them 
even with baniſhment and all kinds of adverſity , if they 
ſhould tranſgreſs : but to them thar ſhould from their 
hearts repent z and return to obedience , he promiſerh 
that he will ſkew mercy to them , and bring | won back 
from the utmoſt corncrs of the world to their Countrey 
again , Deut. 30, Nehem. 1. 8, 9. But iſa. 54.7, &c. 
God faith that he will be angry with his people bur a lit- 
tle while, but now aftcr ſo great an interval of time there 
is as yet no hope of a better condition , and return into 
'rhcir Countrey : from that time there has not been any 
Prophet among them, there is none ſent by God to com- 
fort them , which yet was done herctofore in the Pabrl:- 
ziſþ Captivity, which though it was moſt heavy , yet ir 
laſted onely ſeventy years. 

I X, Neither ought it to move any one that it was 
promiſed that that Old Covenant ſhould be perpctual 
and everlaſting. For the word ewverlaſt;zg or perpetual is 
not alwayes taken for an infinite duration , bur for a very 
long time, which is uſual as well in common ſpeech as in 
Holy Writ. $o it is ſaid that the Land of Canaan ſhould 
be an everlaſtizg poſleſſion to the ſeed of Abraham, Ger. 
T7. 8. out of which nevertheleſs they were cjeced : in 
like marinef that the ſacrifice (ſhould be perpetual, Lew. 6. 
20, which notwithſtanding is now ceaſed among the 
Jews. It is ſaid Exod. 21. 6. that the Servant ſFould 
ſerve his Maſtcr for ever. The divine Prophet Daw1d 
faith, that he would praiſe God for .ever, that is, all the 
dayes of his lite, Pſal. 52. gf It is ſaid that Samuel ſhould 
abide in the 'Temple for ever, x Sams. 1. 22. The hills allo 
are ſaid to be everlaſting, Ger. 49. 26. The carth-to abide 
for ever , Eccleſ. 1, 4. By that manner of ſpeech there- 
fore are diſtinguiſhed the Laws that were to endure as 
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long as the Jewiſh Religion ſhould laſt, from thoſe which 
were conſtituted for a certain time, ' ſuch were ſome of 
thoſe that were preſcribed to the Jews in the VVilder- 
neſs, Exod.35.26,27. Neithet is it to' be thought that 
God did ſo bind himſelf by thoſe words that he ſhould 
not change any thing, as to intimate, that he would not 
have any thing changed by men : For God made Laws 
not to himſe, but to men. He has alwayes power of 
abrogating Laws that have been once made, eſpecially 
thoſe that are not founded in intrinſical honeſty, but ſuch 
as are of a middle and indiffcrent nature, and depend 
upon the meer will of the Commander, (ſuch are all 
Ceremonial Laws) but his Creatures cannor do lo. 
X, Hitherto we have (hew'd out of the Moſaical and 
and Prophetick Books, how imperfe& the Jewiſh Rell- 
lon is. But you will acknowledge the ſame to be more 
umperfe&, and confels it to be no wayes agreeable to 
reaſon, if you look into the Talmudick Books * (which 
are ſtuffed with vain Tradition and old Vives Fables) 
and upon the various ſuperſtitions of the moderate Jews. 
You ſhall find theirGod weeping for ruin'd Fer»ſalemand 
reading daily in the Law, beſides other moſt abſurd 


things concerning Pehemoth and Leviathan, * + 


X I. IF the Jewiſh Religion which had God for its 
Author, gives place to the Chriſtian, much more the 
Mahometan and Heatheniſh. The Mahometan indeed is 
later then the Chriſtian, and it cannot deny that Chriſt 
the Author of it, was a diyine man. Now that the Ma- 


_ hometan Religion 1s falſe, appears chiefly from theſe 


reaſons : | , | 
r..Becauſe it is contrary to the Chriſtian ' Religion, 
which we have ſhew'd to þegrue and given by God, and 
: 2 *+ | hath 


OT. -(12 
hath taken away very many of its Laws ; for whatſo- 
ever is contrary to*Truth is falle, . 

2, Becauſe inſtead of Chriſts precepts it hath ſub- 
ſtiruted baſcr Laws ; and it is far more imperfe& then 
rhe Chriſtian, as well in its promiſes as precepts. For 
it promiſes norhing but carnal things, id hath recalled 
Circumciſion, which togcther with other Ceremonies 
had been abrogated by Chriſt, But it 1s no wayes cre- 
dible, that God after fo perfe& a Religion as the Chri- 
ſtianis, would propoſe to the VVorld a more imperfect 
one, ſeeing it doth not become the moſt wiſe God to 
deſcend from high to low things, but rather go on from 
imperfection to perfeRion.” | 

3. Becaule it has been eſtabliſhed and propazated by 
Armes and carnal force, and is even ſtill preſerved by 
the ſame. 

4. Becauſe in matters of Faith it forbids inquiry after 
Truth, and takes away all, yea a modeſt liberty of diſ- 
puting, and alſo keeps the people from. reading the Books 
which it accounts ſacred, whereby it makes it ſelf forth- 


with ſuſpected, as if it were not good wares, which is 
forbid to be view'd and ſearched, 


5. Becauſe 44ahomet the Author of it was a molt profane = 


man ; for he was a long time a Raviſher, and alwayes 
given to VWomen : Hence tt 1s that in his Alcarop,many 
obſcene and foul things are read. But that God by an 
unclean man would inſtitute any holy Religion, is by no 
means agreeable to reaſon. 

X II. The Heathen Religion rennins, which truly 
doth not deſerve to be brought into compariſon with the 
Chriſtian, ſo manifeſt is its falſity and turpitude even 
from theſe rcaſons: | 

x, Becauſe it had no ptomiſcs nor precepts from 


. God: 


4**, 


God : of which two things true” Religion doth conſiſt, 
2. Becauſe it believed not one maolt High God, but 

divided the Government of the VVorld. amongſt many 

gods, not ſubordinate one toanother. & 

| 3. Becaule it affirmed concerning its gods, things 

| moſt filrhy and/abhorrent from all honeſty, deſcribing 

their Luſts, Quarrels,. Thefts, and I know not whar 

| wickedneſles, 

| 4. Becauſc it was not aſhamed to worſhip things 

inanimate, and Brutes far inferiour in dignity to men. 

5. Becauſe it was burthened with Ritcs that were 

partly ridiculous and fooliſh, partly obſcene and impure, 
partly horrid and cruel : All which things every one 
doth caſily perceive are contrary to ſound reaſon. Bur 
in Chriſtian Religion you ſhall find no ſuch thing, which 
allo by its coming in wholly blotted out and entinguiſhed 
that Heatheniſh Religion, as we have before hinted. If 
any one would ſhew us beſide this gld one, ſome other 
Paganiſh Religion in the World at this day, its falfit 
alſo would forthwith appear, if ir were compared wh 
the Chriſtian. For refum eſt 1ndex ſut & obIrqui, Truth 
| ſhews both it ſelf and falſhood., 
: X III. Thus we have demonſtrated that Chriſtian 
Religion conſidered both abſolutely and in it ſelf, and 
alſo comparcd with all other Religions is moſt perfect. 
Now it you demand how it came to paſs, that God did 
not preſently in-the firſt Ages of the World inſtitute it 
among men, there are more then one reaſon at hand. 

I. Becauſe men were at the beginning not capable of 
ſo great perfeftion. For mankind had aiter a ſort its In- 
tancy, Childhood, and Youth, which needed as it were 
rhe firſt Elements of Religion, that ſo it might by little 
and little be. prepar'd for hioher things, and brought to. 

per- 
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pcrſcQion. Neither in Arts did men forthwith come, 
or were as it Were at one leap brought to the higheſt 
periction 3 tut humane induſtry did from rude begin- 
nings, as It were by ſteps, aſcend and aſpire to it. It 
became therefore a prudent Law-giver to accomodate 
himſelf to the capacity of thoſe that were to be inſtru- 
cd, and not {ſo wnch to conſider his own wiſdome, as 
the dulneſs of thoſe that were to be taught, - So are Pa- 
rents and Maſters wont to proceed prudently in the in- 
ſtruting of their Children and Scholars. Therefore it 
became alſo the moſt wile God in delivering precepts of 
Religion, to proceed by little and little from the more 
imperfect ones to thoſe that were more perfe&. 

2. Becauſe by this deterring of the perfe& Religion 
unto more adult times, God would excite in the minds 
of men a greater alacrity to entertain it. For long faſting 
is the beſt Sauce for meat molt ſweet in it ſelf, and after 
long Storms and Jempelts the ſmiling Calms is more 
oratefull. God would therefore that men ſhould firſt be 
throughly ſenſible of their moſt miſerable condition with- 
out hope of immortality, taſte all the evils of mortality, 
that afterward when ,the promiſe of eternal felicity had 
(ſhined forth from Heaven, all men every where might 
by ſo much the more eagerly flic together to ſo joyfull 
a mellage, and ſhould embrace it with both their Arms. 
Neither indeed do Mortals now behave themſelves be- 
coming enough ſo great a good : Vhat think you would 
have been done, it preſently from the beginning of the 
World the way to Heaven had lain open to mankind ; 
and ſo men might think" char the right of the heavenly 
Inheritance was as it were a thing natural to them, and 
offer*d as their duc ? 

The Truth of the Chriſtian Religion being monies: 
X t 
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ted from its great perfeion, we ſhall now bring another 
Argument which even alone would be ſufficient to prove 
the matter in hand : yea , which moſt evidently demon- 
ſtrates not onely the 'Truth of Chriſtian Religion, bur alſo 
both rhe Exiltence and Providence of God againſt impi- 
ous Atheiſts. So that all that hath hitherto been ſpoken, 
may hence take very much ſtrength and weight. And it 
is drawn from Hiſtory and Chronolofy ; for either no 
Hiſtory is true , and credit is tobe denicd to all things 
done, whether written or ſpoken , and the ſame arc to be 
accounted meer Fables and Fictions ; or if this be abſurd, 
allnmwſt confeſs, that that which is delivered in Hiſtorical 
Monuments touching Chriſtian Religion revealed by God 
is true; for there can be no Hiſtory-ſhewnzin which are to 
betound, I will not ſay more, but as many Arguments,. 
Teltimonies, and Marks of Truth, which that it may 
appear, there are two things in all to be proved by us. 

I, That ſometimes there was in the . world ſuch an 
one as Chrilt Jeſus, who is ſaid to b&the Authour of this 
Religion, 

2. Thar this Jeſus was a Divine Perſon , and the true 
Melah or Saviour of the world, ſent by God to inſtitute 
this Religion. When both theſe arc proved , there will 
remain no doubt, not onely of Chriſtian Religion , thar it 
is molt true and tobe received by all , bur alſo of God, 
that he ts, and that he takes care of Mankind. 

X V. The former can be proved without much 
ado, yea, it ſcaree needs proof. For who can doubt that 
Chriſt was upon the earth , when he ſceth the Religion, 
which has its name from him, to-be extant even at this 
very day > for this is all one as if one ſhould doubt 
whether 1ahomet the Author of the Mahometay Religion, 
witch he knows to be extant > was ever in being Fir 

when 


when he hears 4ri/ctle's DoQrine taught in the Schools, 
whether Ariſtctle ever was ? or when he reads the Hiſto- 
rics of what was done by the Romans, Greeks , and Mace- 
donians (ſhould doubt whether there ever was cither thoſe 
Nations, or the Writers of thoſe things > Burt if any be 
cither ſo ſtupid or ignoraat of thoſe things that are 7 fone 
in the world , he ſhall be convinced by the Teſtimony of 
tic whole world® For, 

1. Thouſands of Chriſtians are witnefles , which we 
have ſhewed above , to have filled almoſt all the corners 
of the Earth. | 

2. The very bittercſt enemies of Chriſtian Religion 
are witnelſes. For both the Mahometars and all the Jews 
do teſtific it, among thole in the Alcorar, among theſe in 
the-Thalmudick Books many things are read concerning 
Chriſt. Laſtly , the moſt * Ah Writers'of the Hea- 
thens have made mention of him , among others Tactty:, 
Suetonins, Pliny junior, Alias Pampridine, eAlias Spartia- 
muFlavis V opiſcugE utroprus, 4mmanus Marcell: nw,the 
words of ſome of whom ſhall be produced afterward. 
From the ſame doth appear both the place and time, 
when and where he lived, by whom he was put to death, 
to wit ,cn the Reign of Tiber/4 , and by the Governour 


” Poiitins Pilate, alſo that he roſe up in Judea : for T aritus 


calls Tudea the ſource of this evil, meaning Chriſtian Reli- 
oion ; ſome of the ancient Chriſtians in their time , that 
1s, well nigh two Ages after the Birth of Chriſt , teſti- 
fie, That = Ads of Plate were extant ,. and kept in the 
Roman Archives,in which all things done in Judea by and 
with Chriſt, were written to T ber; the Emperour, & the 
Romance Senate by Plate , then Prefident there. And thar 
theſe do not teſtthie this fallly, G_ from hence, Tha; 
writing Apologfes for the Chriltiſtians to th Rowan Ce. 


ſl a7. 


- 


, Ws G4 


{ars, they ſo confidently ap ealed to thoſe Ads and pub. 
lick Records. "Theſe are the words of Tertullian in his 
Apologetick : Tiberius therefore , tn whoſe time the Chri- 
an Name came into the world, after he underſtood out of Sy- 
ria, Paleſtine, that wh. ch there had manifeſted the Truth of 
his ( Chriſt ) D:wintty, propeſed zt to the Senate nith the 
Prerogatiwe of his Sufjrage ; the Senatey*becauſe they did zot 
approve, rejeaed it ; Czar perſiſted in his opinion, threat- 
mugidanger to the Accuſcrs of Chriſlzans, Conſult y.ur Com- 
mentaries, there ye ſball find , that Nero atd firſt rage with 
the Imperial ſword againſt this Seft , then chrefly (] prizging 
vp at Rome, It is moſt remarkable, that in the ſame A- 
pologetick he cites out of the ſame Acts of 7,late , a Te- 
{timony mayer; the darkneſs that miraculouſly hap- 
pened about the Paſſion of Chriſt art Mid-day. 7z the 
ſe ame Momeiit (faith he ) the Day was darkned 4 CVeN when 
the Sun was at the higheſt : werily they alſo that knew mat it 
had relation to Chriſt , thaught it nas an Eclipſe * and yet ye 
have this dif aſter cf the world reccrded 17 Jour Fr the 
Juſtia Martyr allo in his Apology to Antonin Pius wri- 
icth in theſe words ; That theſe things were ſo done, ye may 
know out of the As that were written under Pilate, And 
again, And who hath done theſe th gs ye may know out of 
thoſe Records that were nrittes under Pilate, With what 
face I pray could they fo Froſ'y lye before the Emperors ? 
How ally might they be dereted and convicted of 
tfalſhood > How dear would this lye have coſt them , if 
cither there were no ſuch Ads , or that thoſe things they 
affirmed of Chriſt were not extant in them > The ſame 
Authors , that they might ſhcw that Chriſt was born in 
the-time of the general Tax under Augaſius , as it is fer 
down in the Goſpel according to Luke , appcalcd tp the 
Tax-rolls ,, and referred the eniiles to them , inwaich 

oh 
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the deſcription of that Tax was as yet in that tirti6 ex- 
tant, and there was read the Namie of Jeſus born of 274- 
7y in Bethlehem. For thus faith Tertull:an 116, 6. againſt 
Marcion. Laſily, concernizg the Tax [ot Enrolling]  Au- 
ouſtus , nh:ch the Rotnan Archives keep ,15 4 moſt farthfull 
witneſs of our Lords Nativity : And afterward. But 1t is 
alſ» manifeſt that the Tax [or Enrolling] uader Auguſtus, 
was made at this time in Judea + Sentius Satutninus , 
which they might find cut his Parentage, And in the Book 
againſt the Jews : For he was ff the Countre) of Berhle- 
hem, ard of the Houſe of David, as / y the Romatis, Mary, 
of whom 15 born Chriſt, was reckoned 13 the Tax-rell, Chry- 
ſoſtome later then TertuIl;az . affirms , That as yet in his 
time thoſe Rolls and the Name of Jeſus in them were 
extant. There were alſo many of the Heathens who 
wrote againſt Chriſtian Religion; ſuch were Celſu, Por- 
phyriu', Julian : bur they , by reaſon of the clear cvi- 
dence of the thing , did never deny but that there was 
{uch an one as Chriſt, But in a matter moſt <vident, 
what needs much proof , eſpecially ſceing that from the 
later particular which we have undertaken to prove, the 
former alſo will be manifcſt , and neceſſarily follow ? 


therefore emitting this, we will now procced with Gods 
aſſutance to the proof of that. 


X VI. As to the latcr then, namely, that Teſs was 2 


Divine Pcrſon , and ſcnt from God , that will without 
doubt be ſufficiently proved, when. we ſhall have proved 
that this Jeſus was famous for ſtupendious miracles, led 
a molt holy life, and underwent moſt dircfull torments, 
and an ignomintous. death upon theCroſs for the cauſe of 
his Religion; and afterward the hid day was raiſed by 
God from the dead, and taken up into Heaven,and from 
thence he ſhed forth up6n the Diſciples plentifully of 


the 


the hgly Spirit , and ſent chem to teach all Narions his 
Doane; -..:1::-. >: CER bs | 
**X V LI. Now this is proved by three reaſons. The 
firſt is , "That there arc undoubted witnefles of this mat- 
ter, and ſuch whoſe Teſtimony cannot bur be true ; bur 
thoſe witnelles are, 

x. As to his death and miracles, the very mortal cnc- 
mics of Chriſtian Religion , whoſe Teſtimony ſurely in 
this caſe is free from all ſuſpicion of fraud. And they arc 
firſt the Jews , from whoſe both or all Confeſſion and 
Talnudick Writings every one may know it ; Second- 
ly, The Mahometans in the Alcaron ; Thirdly, the Hea- 
thens , of whom arc Celſu and Julzaz , who although 
they derracted much {rom Chriſt in the Vritings which 
they ſer out againſt Chriſtians , yet they did not deny 
his cruel death and miracles ; which appcars from their 
rclutation by Or:gen and Cyril. 

2. The witnelfles of all thoſe things , which we have 
related concerning Chriſt, were his Dilciples,who lived 
in that Age, and eſpecially his twelve Apoltles,to whom 
was added allo athirtcenth , who of a moſt fierce enc- 
my became a Diſciple of Chriſt, being called from Hea- 
ven to give witnels to him. Neither matters it, that his 
Diſciples onely bear witneſs of his Reſurrection and Ex- 
altarion;for ſuch things as theſe no one but his Diſciples 
could witneſs. For who could ſce Chrilt raiſed again, 
and reigning in Heaven , and not become his Diſciple ? 
It ſufhicerh that the Teſtimony of thoſe Diſciples is be- 
yond all exception. 

I VIII. But that their Teſtimony was ſuch is pro- 

Veas | 
1. Becauſe they confirmed their Teſtimony by moſt 
Divine Miracles , in healing Diſeaſes incurable by hu- 
D 2 mane 
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mane Art , in raiſing the Dead , and caſting out De- 

i vils ; bur that they did theſe things will by and by ap- 

Wh pear. RP" . . 

2. Becauſe it is certain that thoſe witneſſes could nei- 

i ther be deceived , nor would deceive. That they could 

iſ not be deceived is manifeſt , 1. Becauſe they were not 

j onely Ear but Eye-witneſles. 2. Becauſe they witnetſed | 
I a thing, not once onely ſeen , bur approved by frequent | 
| and often repeated Experiments for forty dayes toge- 
ther, and not looked upon with the cycs onely,but hand- | 
i Id alſo with the hands. 3. Becauſe there was not onely | 
k one witneſs, bur beſides five hundred together , that at 
i one and the ſame"time ſaw C hriit after he was riſen, and 
Mr unto whom Paul appealeth , x Cer. 15. 6. ( which lyars 
if are not wont to do ) there were'thirteen chief witnel- 
il ſes in a ſpecial manner choſen and appointed to teſtifie 
M this very thing. So many perſons could not poſſibly be 
b deceived in things expoſed to their ſenſes. It remains to 
k be proved that they would not deccive , which is hence 
manifcſt : 

| x. Becauſe they were honeſt men., *and of holy and 
þ unblamecable life : ſo that rhey were never accuſed, much 
if Iſs convicted of any real crime , no not by their moſt 
if malicious enemies, among whom they converſed. 

it 2. Bccauſec this Profcſſion coſt rhem the prone ſuf- 
F tcrings wy perils, neither did they grin y this way 
|. | clither TIC CS.,, OT honour ys Or olory 3. OUT on the CON | 
l; trary incurred the bitrcreſt hatred of the whole world, 
and drew upon themſclves an Heap and Pile of moſt 
rievous AﬀiQtions , which by a bare deniall of 
Ais thing , they might have avoided, VVell faith O- 
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=== Cum [int premra falſi 
Nulla , ratam debet teſtis habere fidem : 


When falſhood reward hs none, 
That witneſs 1s a faithfull oz, 


How much more ought the credit of that witnels to 
be held Authentick , when the Teſtimony has not onely 
no reward , but moreover draws along with it perils, 
{courgings, baniſhments , contumelics , impriſonments, 
and all manner of moſt terrible deaths > If they had been 
ſuch perverſe men,as that they would lyc on ſct purpolc, 
ccrtainly they would not. have feigned with ſo great da-- 
mage to themſelves a thing ſo odious and haretull , and 
would rather curry favour with the Nobles and People of 
the Jews , whom they knew to hate Chriſt with a per- 
fc& hatred , then by a falſe and ſo odious an affirmation , 
to have provoked and ſtirred up their minds againſt 
them : for this is the manner of lmpoſtors , and thoſe 
that love lying ,. ro"contrive nothing ſooner then that 
which they think will be moſt gratefull ro their Hearers : 
and as Fiiters are wont to batt their hooks with ſuch 
things as they know the fiſkes like ; ſo theſe alſo , thar 


rhey may infinuate into the minds of men ,. love to tell 


thoſe things which they know will pleaſe them, and ac- 
conmodate their words to tickle their cars. Burt theſe 
deſpiſing pleaſures , and contemning both the hatred and 
kindneſs of men , underwent both an infamous lite and 
death for the profeſſion of this thing ; what place is here 
for ſuſpicion of any the leaſt untruth. Neither may you 
think that this Argument is infringed by the example of 
thoſe, who even for the ſake of a falſe Religion mn Do- 

trine, 


Ctrine, bear oftentimes cruel torments, yea and ſtick 
not to ſpend their lives on it : For it is one thing to dic 
for a falſe Doctrine, which thou believeſt to be true ; 
another thing to die for a ſalſe Do&rine, which thou 
knowelt to be falſe, and feigned by thy felt : Of the firſt 
there are very many cxamples, but of the later it is im- 

oſſible that among men in their wits, and not extream- 
ly mad, there ſhould be any example ar all. But the moſt 
divine Writing of the Apoſtles, and. full of profond 
Wiſdome, which we have in our hands, do more then 
cnough vindicate them from the 1mpuration of fooliſh- 
nels and madneſs. 

X I X. Aſecond reaſon, whereby the reſurreion of 
Chriſt and his Divinity is proved,is this ;3 namely, That 
ſo many thouſands of men 1n all Nations believed on him; 
not onely of the common ſort, but alfo of the Learned, 
Wiſe men, and Philoſophers. And they ſo belicved, 
that thcy ſufcred not themſelves to be deterr'd from this 
Faith by any Perſecutions, yea, or cruel Death, And 
this is ſo much the more wonderfull, in that the obſta- 
cles to Religion were almolt infinite, They were hindred, 
(1) By an invetcrate Jove of the Religions of their 
Countrcy, received by long Cuitome. Who knows not 
how zcalous the Jews are, and were alwaycs in their 
Religion 2 and no man can doubt the fame of the Hea- 
thens, that knows that Socrates was therefore condemn'd 


at 4th:zzs, becauſe he ſeem'd to introduce a new Re- 


ligton. 

"2. By the iznominious Death of Chriſt ; for how 
hard think you was it, to bclieve in one that was cru- 
cificd, and to take him for Maſter and Lord, whom the 
Tews hang'd upon a Croſs as a wicked and heinous Of- 
fender, tortured with all kinds of contumely and FURY > 
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Herice Paul the Apoſtle tiot withont cauſe writeth, 1 Cor. 
1.23, that he preached Chriſt crucihed, to the Jews a 
ſtumbling-blotk, and ro the Greeks fooliſhneſs. 

3. By the harſhneſs of the precepts ; for the De- 
arine of Cliriſt bade open war to all carnal Concupi- 
ſcences, and confined men to a ſtrait path. 

4. They were hindred by the incredibility of the 
things promiſed: We declare unto you (faith the Apoſtle) 
1 Cor. 2.9. things that eje hath rot ſeen, nor ear heard, 
Hetther bive tome into the m.d of main, which God hath 
prepared for them that 1.ve him, But we do not _ be- 
lieve things. that we ſce not 3 as one ſaid, Our hands arc 
eyed, they believe nothing but what they ſee. Great 
happineſs indeed is Yromiſcd, but- not till after death. 
In the mican time cifible things that are preſent arc to bc 
forzone, for the hope of inviſible that arc future. 

. 5. By the means of the perſons, by whom the Do- 
rine of Chriſt was: preached :. For they were of the 
common fort of men; Unlearned, Fiſhers, Publicans. 
Moreover few; ſuch as neither ſplendour of birth had 
mide illuſtrions, nor fortune conſpicuous, nor multitude 
formidable, nor power venerable, nor wit admirable, 
hor favour of Nobles acceptable, nor any Art or Elo- 
_ made fir to bend and allure the minds of Mortals. 

nd nevertheleſs Synagogues, Schools, Academies, Ci- 
ties, Towns, Kingdomes, and Empires. yielded to, and 
believed theſe ſimple men. What Ariſtotle 2 what Plato ? 
what Chryſippus, or Epicurus has got ſo many Diſciples, 
_ and per{waded ſo many men of their Doctrine > although 
they were moſt famous for wit and learning: How 
many thouſands of thouſahds have the Apoſtles, thoſe 
fmple and unearned Fiſhers, drawn unto Chriſt ! - 
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that it was truly foretold them by Chriſt, that they 
ſhould become Fiſhers of men, 

6. By the ſimple and blunt W- reaching. The 
Apoltles uſed not artificial and elaborate ſpeech , nci- 
ther affefted and compoled to deceive, but vulgar and 
common. Our preaching (faith Paul, 1 Cor,2.4.) was not 
with perſwaſive words of mans wiſdome, but in demonſtration 
of the Spirt, and of power, They uſed not force to compel 
Dillenters, not fraud to deceive the unwary, not carnal 
threats ro terrific the obſtinate. They uſed .onely perſwa- 
ſion, and that ſimple and inartificial. But who would 
belicvc , that the armed World could by perſwaſion 
alone, be ſubdued by unarmed weak men, indued with 
no Authority or priviledge 2 

7. By the moſt grievous ſufferings, rhat were to be 
born or cxpectcd daily by all & ſingular the Profeſſors of 
Chriſt, There was never any ſort of men, no Sea, that 
was vexed wich ſo many and fo great Calamities, as of 
rhe Chriſtian Religion. All the Powers,Malice, Wits of 
all degrees, Emperours, Kings, and People, had con- 
ſpired for their deſtruction. Divers kinds of cruelty, 
moſt exquiſite manners of death were invented, The in- 
nocent & hriſtians were nor onely deſpoiled of all their 
Goods, not onely baniſhed, and expoſed to the hatred, 
injuries, and contumelies of all men, but were con- 
demned to wild Beaſts, to Mines, and Quarries. Some 
were Ston'd, ſome were caſt into Rivers ; one was Sawn 
aſunder, another was Flea'd alive, another was Roaſted 
in the fire, the whole _—_— {omctimes with their 
Mecting-houſe was burnt togerher to athes, Witnefſes 
of thele things are the ancient Hiſtories written, not 
onely by Chriſtian , but even by Heathen Authors. 
T acitus thus deſcribes Nero's cruclty againſt the Chriſti- 
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ans, Annals 15. © Therefore to extinguiſh the rumour 
© (to wit of firing the Ciry by the command of Wer) 
© Nero falſly accuſed and puniſt.ed moſt grievouſly certain 
© people, hated for their wickedneſs, which the com- 
© mon ſort called Chriſtians. The Author of that Name 
© was Chriſt, who in Tyber/us his Reign, was put to 
© death under- Poxtin Pilate, Procurator of Judra, And 
© their dangerous ſuperſtition ſupprefied tor the time, 
© burſt rs. again z not onely through 5 dea, where it 
© firſt began, but in the City alſo, whither all wicked 
© and ſhametull things run from all parts, and are ſolem- 
© nized and cftcemed. Firſt they were apprehended 
© which confefled that Religion ; then by their deteftion, 
© an infinite multitude were convicted, not fo much for 
© ſetting the Town on fire, as for the hate of all men 
© again{t them. Such as were condetnned, were {corned, 
© 2nd mocked,and covered in wild Beaſts skins, and torn 
© in pieces with Dogs, or faſtned on the C roſs, or burnt 
© in fire ; and when the day failed, they were burnt in 
© the night to give light. Nero had made the proſpect of 
© his Gardens fit for that ſpectacle, and cauſed Shews to 
© tobe ſet forth in the Cirque, and himfclt cither ap- 
« paralled like a Waggoner, ſtuffed among the people, 
© or ran the race with them. Whercupon pity was taken 
« on thoſe perſons, though guilty and deſerving exem- 
* plary puniſhment, ſeeing they ſuffered nor for any pub- 
© lick good , bur to fatisfic one mans cruelty onely. 
Suetonms allo in the life of Nero make mention of the 
ſufferings which the Chriſtians endured, when he faith, 
The Chriſtians, a ſort of people addified ty a new and miſ- 
chievaw ſuperſtition, were puniſhed. So doth this Hearhen 
judge of © hriſtian Religion, therctore becauſe ir was 
joyned with contumely of me Heathen gods and their 
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worſhip. But that I may not here relate all the Teſtimo- 
nies of the Heathens touching Chriſtians, one moſt clear 
Teſtimony of Pl:zy junior ſhall ſerve inſtead of all. He 
in Epiſt. 97. ad Trajan. lib, 10, of Epiſtles, conſulting 
Trajan what was to be done with Chriſtians, and how 
they were to be puniſhed, exprefleth (1) The torments 
they ſuffered, and the Chriſtians conſtancy. x the mear 
time with thiſe that were convented before me, - as being 
Chriſttans 1 followed this method. I a:ked them if they were 
Chriſttajis : thoſe that confeſſed I askrd again and again, 
threatning puniſhment. 1 commanded th:ſe that were cor.- 
ſlant to be had away. Fir I doubted not whatſoever it was 
they corfiſſed, but that pertinacy and inflexible obſtinacy 
ought to be puniſhed, As if indeed perſeverance in a good 
cauſe were pertinacy. By and by he writeth that ſome of 
them were Xoman C:tizes; & afterward,by proceſs of time, 
as tt uſeth to be, the rrime diffuſed it (t . So Chriſtian 
Religion increaſed by the very — ,» and took 
growth and Recngrn from the very perſecutions, Fur- 
thermore relating how he had brought ſome to this, 
that while: he led them an example they would call on 
the gods, and ſupplicate with Vine and Frankincenſe 
the Wes of Ceſar and of the Deities, beſides would 
curſe Chriſt ; headds, Thoſe that are tndeed Chriſtians, 
are ſaid to be ſuch as cannot be compelled to any ſuch thing. 
Behold a high commendation of true Chriſtians ! Se- ' 
condly, he ſets out the Religion and Worſhip of Chri- 
ſtians : © But they affirmed that the ſum either of their 
© fault or crrour was this, Thar they were wont to meet 
* together on a certain day before day-light , to fing 
* among themſelves by turns a. Song to Chriſt, as to a 
© God ; and to bind 5 ea in covenant, not to any 
* wickedneſs, but that they would not commit any_thett, 
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© nor robberies,nor adulterics,that they wonld nor betray 
© their Truſt, nor being required deny that which was in- 
**ruſted,which being finiſhed itwas their manner to dep art 
© & come together again to take meat,but promiſcuous & 
© harmleſs.Ar length he ſaith,Thar having uſed torments to 
ſearch out the Truth, He found avthing but a w ched & ex- 
ceſsrve ſuperſtition, Buthow wicked it was appears from his 
own relation. Thirdly, he tells how great a multitude of 
Chriſtians there was : © For it ſeems to me a matter wor- 
© thy conſultation , eſpecially becauſe of the number of 
© the endangered : for many of ry Age, of every De- 
© orce of both Scxcs are and will be brought into danger. 
© For the contagion of this Superſtition 1s diffuſed , not 
© onely through Citics , but allo Towns and Countrcys, 
© which it ſeems poſſible to ſtop and amend, Surcly it is 
© manifeſt enough, that the Temples which were now al- 
© moſt deſolate begin to be frequented , and the ſolemn 
© worſhip that was Jong intermitted to be repeated, and 
© the Sacrifices are every where fold , for which lately 
© there was rarely found any buyers. Hence it appears 
from whence ſo great a hatred of Heathens againſt Chri- 
ſtians ſprang, to wit , becauſe they ſaw that utter deſtru- 
ion and ruine was ſeizing on their Idols and Paganiſh 
Worſhips by means of Chriſtian Religion. But Ply 
was greatly fruſtrated in this, that he hoped that Chriſti- 
an Religion could be ſtopped and extinguiſhed by thoſe 
puniſhments. For how vatn all endeavours of 'Tyrants 
and Enemies were in ſuppreſſing the Goſpel, and hindring 
its courſe, experience it {elf is witneſs. 

X X. Sceing therefore the Chriſtians endured ſo ma- 
ny and ſo great things, ſeeing they had ſo many obſtacles, 
and yet emly adhered to Chriſt : what other cauſe 
could there be thereof then the x and invincible pow- 
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er of Truth , which the Apoſtles confirmed both by the 
example of their unblameable piety and cruel death , and 

chiefly by miracles never before heard or ſeen, Bur if any 

one (hall obſtinately deny that miracles accompanied the 

Church of Chriſt in its beginning , he conſiders not that 

he afſerts a far greater miracle then ever was, to wit, that 

ſo great a multitude of men, and almoſt the whole world 

ſhould be converted without miracles. But there is no 

doubr but theſe Primitive Chriſtians were diligent and 

induſtrious enough in examining thoſe miracles , and 

ſcarching out the Truth of Chriſtian Religion , ſeeing 
therein not onely their eternal ſalvation , bur alſo their 
preſent lite and all their fortunes were concerned, Very 
wittily and truly faith Plizy , Szgul: decipere & decipt 
poſſunt, nemo omnes, uemmem omnes fefellexunt , Every one 
may deceive, and be deceived ; no man hath deceived all 
men , nor have all men deceived any. This Argument 
therefore is of ſo great moment , that no man in his wits 
can gain-ſay it, 

X XI, The third way of proving the Divinity of 
Chriſt is taken hence, That the Hiſtory of the ReſurreQi- 
on and Glorification of Chriſt is contained in the ſacred 
Books of the New Teſtament. But that thoſe Books are 
of Divine Authority is proved, 

I. Becauſe they contain the moſt perfe&t way of wor- 
ſhipping God , and living ptoully : ſuch as neither men 
nor Devil could deviſe 5 not men, as it appears from 
comparing the Precepts contained in this Book ; not the 
Devil, becauſe he being an enemy of all vertue, cannot be 
the Author of ſo holy a Doctrine. 

2. Becauſe thereare extant in them many PrediQions 
conccrning things future, which we ſee afterward really 
fulfilled and proved true by the event. x, Concerning ſe 
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deſtrution of the City Jeruſalem , and the ſubverſion of 
the Temple, Mat. 24. Luke 19. 43, 44+ 2. Concerning 
the Converſion of the Gentiles to Chriſt , 21at. 21. 
23,&c. Mat. 8.11. 3. Concerning the great and ſud- 
den propagation of Chriſtian Religion, Mat. 13. 31, 32, 
33. John 12.32. 4. Concerning 1ts perpetual Duration, 
Luke 1. 33. 44at. 28.20. John 14.16. 5. Concerning 
the moſt grievous perſecutions of Chriſtians , 4Zat. 10. 
I7, 21, 34. That I ſay nothing now of the Prediction of 
Chriſt concerninghis own ſufferings and Death , as alſo 
his Reſurre&ion after three dayes , Mat. 16.21, Lule 
18. 31, 32, 33. Which unleſs rhe event had confirmed, 
his Diſciples would at no hand have believed in him. 
For by this ſo evidently falle Predition, he had betrayed 
himſelf to be an Impoſtor and Lyar. 

3. Becauſe they were written by the Apoſtles , or by 
the familiar Companions of the Apoſtles, whom we 
have ſhewed a little before to have been Divine Men, and 
ſuch as neither could nor would lye. 

X X 11. This one thing therefore remains now to be 
proved , to wit , that the Books of the New Covenant 
were written by the Apoſtles , and thoſe whoſe Names 
they bear, But to prove that , we need no other Argu- 
ment then the Teſtimony and conſent of the ancientChri- 
{tians, which were nearcr the times of the Apoſtles, All 
rheſe whoſe writings we have, acknowledge theſe Books 
for the genuine writings of the Apoſtles and Evangclilts. 
And it 1s certain they uſed the utmoſt diligence in ſcarch- 
ing out the Truth of this matter. See the Epiſtles of /g-a- 
t:45, who flouriſhed ſoon after the deſtruction of Feruſa- 
' lem, See Tuſiia Martyr, who lived about the hundred and 
fifticth year of Chriſt. exe about the two hundred 
and thirty. Clexzens Alexandriaus about the year Fo 
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hundred and ſix. Tertall:an about the year two hundred 
and eight, who alſo mentions , That even the authentick 
writings of the Apoltles were yet extant in ſome C hur. 
chcs in his time, 17h, de Praſcrip. cont, Heyet, See Origen 
about the year two hundred and thirty. Euſeb:1u5 the Ec- 
cle{iaſtick Hiſtorian about the ycar three hundred , who 
from the beſt Antiquities extracted eſpecially the Truth 
of theſe Books, diftcrencing the genuine Apoſtolick wri- 
tings from the ſpurious and counterfeit ; and again , of 
the true and Canonical Books (hewing which without 
ony Controverſic were alwayes in all Churches account- 
cd for genuine z and of which there was in the beginning 
{cmec Cade, but ſo , as afterward the matter being better 
tried the doubt ccaſed. Adde to this the great multitude 
of Eccleſiaſtical DoGtors after the rime of C:nſl antine the 
Great, and among them chiefly Jerozz-, an exact Searcher 
of this matter. But neither have the Jews in times paſt, 
nor Pagans ever raiſed a Controverſie with the Chriſti. 
ans touching theſe Books, as to ſay they were feigned by 
the C hriſtians, and falſly attributed to the Apoſtles: nay 
farther, Cyzzl reſtifies in the tenth Book he wrore againſt 
Julian , That rhat Heathen Emperour and Apoſtate , a 
wot bitter Perſccutor of Chriſtians, doth openly. confeſs 
it, That the writings of Matthew , Mark ,*Luke, Peter, 
Pail are the ſame that Chriſtians read under thoſe names. 
VVe ce then that this ſo unanimous and uniform conſent 
concerning theſe Books , had continued without interru- 
ption to this day, that is, for more then ſixteen hundred 
yerrs. Behold , into how various Seas Chriſtians have 
for a long time bcen, and are now divided : how diſpcr- 
ſe] and different in Regions, Tongues, Wits, Opinions, 
and notwithſtanding their ſo much difagrceing 1n many 
chief Points of Doctrine, they all agree in this, That they 
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conſtantly and unanimouſly believe theſe writings to be 
Apoſtolical, and of divine Authority , why we ſhould 
depart from ſo anctent and perpetual a conſent , there is 
no reaſon. But without reaſon to doubt of or contradict 
a thing univerſally received is fooliſh. By what other 
reaſon I pray doth it appear at this day , that the works 
of Livie , Tacitws , Curtius , Virgil, are thoſe which are 
aſcribed to them, but by the conſent of all the Learned, of 
which there is no cauſe to doubt ; and it any one doubr 
he may deſervedly be counted a fool. Neither yet was It 
ever _—_— into the Books of thoſe Authors with ſo 
gene induſtry, as into the Truth of the New Teſtament, 

ecauſe that in the Books of the profane Authors men 
are little concerned ; but in this Book they believe their 
eternal felicity is placed. Vheretore allo 1t is to be rec- 
koned , that we have ſufficiently proved the Authority of 
the Sacred Scriptures , ſince we have proved they cannot 
be doubted of without folly. 

If any defire more concerning this Subje& , ler him 
rcad S. de Authoritate S. Scripture, Hugo Grotius , of the 
Truth of Chriſtian Religion. Eprſcoprins Inſtitut, Theolog. 
de Meſsia , & de libris Nowi Teſtamenti. But he that 1s 
not ſatisfied with theſe , let him read Philip More of the 
Truth of Chriſtian Religion, Xa:mmndus Sebundus, Lude- 
mic Vives, Savenarola , and many others, who have 
more then ſuſhciently poliſhed this SubjeR, as well with 
Philoſophical ſubtilty, as great Learning and Eloquence, 
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| Books newly printed for, | and areto be fold 


by William Crooke, at the three 
Bibles on Fleet-Bridge. 1665. 


Alliopes Cabinet open:d, wherein Gentlemen may be inform- 
C ed how to adorn themſelves for Funerals, Feaſting , and 
other Heroick Meetings. Alſo here Gentlemen may know 
their place and worth in Honour, with all the Degrees of Ho- 
nour, &c. By Fames Salter. 1655. 

Sixty nine Anigmatical Conrtiers, all exaly drawn to the life 
from ſeveral Perſons Humours and Diſpolitions , pleaſant and 
full of delight.By XN, F. Eſq. 

The Compleat Vineyard, or the beſt way for planting of Vines 
in England , whereinare ſet forth the whole Circumſtances, 
neceſlary for planting a Vineyard. By #/illiam Hughes. 1665. 

Sir Thomas Herbert's Travels , with many Additions, newly 
Printed again. 1665. | 

Hugonis Grotis baptizatorum Puerorum Inſtitutio , alternis 
Interrogationibus & Reſponlionibus. Cui acceflerunt Greca 
ejuſdem Metaphralis. A Chriſtop. Vaſe Reg. Col. Cant. Et An- 
clicana Verlio a Fran, Goldſmith Armig. &c. Item Catalogus 
omnium Operum Hugonis Groti: ad calcem adjectus eſt. 1665. 

The Royal Stem, being an Account of all the moſt conſidera» 
ble Paſſages by Land and Sea, lince William the Conquerour to 
this very Time, with a Picture of King Charls the Second : all 
111.4 Broad Sheet, fit for Studiegar Cloſets. 


Now atthe Preſs, 


 Sllamen Agrorum, {live Ternarias Medicamentorum Chymi- 

corum, ad omnes feri morbos curandum , maxime deplorato, 
& grandes felicitlime inyenta Remedia. Authore Ewerardo 
Maynwaringo,Phil, & Med. DoGtore. 89. 
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